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CIDA Extension of Support for SJE

As reported in the Jordan Times of 21 January, The Jordanian Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation and the Canadian Government signed a memorandum of understanding on 20 January 2009. This additional support for the ERfKE programme will focus on two areas:  the reform of education management and administration, and the design and implementation of a renewed, modern curriculum and assessment system designed to promote learner-centered education.  The SJE (Support for Jordan Education) Project will identify priorities for the additional funds, and a new work plan is presently being prepared for the period from February 2009 to June 2010.

Minister of Planning and International Cooperation Suhair al-Ali and Canadian Ambassador to Amman Margaret Huber signed the agreement.
Gender Mainstreaming

The Draft of the MOE Gender Policy and Strategy has been submitted to MOE decision-makers for review by the Chairperson of the Central Gender Equality Technical Team.  The final step in the process is to submit the policy and strategy to the Minister for his approval

Mafraq Student Enrichment Activities

634 Grade 12 students in the three Mafraq pilot districts (440 females and 194 males) benefited from extra training to increase their skills in English, Arabic. In addition, students at various locations each chose an additional subject such as math, chemistry, physics or history.  The January enrichment activity was held for 11 days over the school term break for 4.5 hours a day.   Students completed three 1.5 subject sessions per day. The purpose of the enrichment training is to improve Grade 12 student performance on both school-level and Tawjihi exams in 2009. This training will be offered for Mafraq students on a weekly basis until the end of May.

Update on January District and School Improvement Program Activities
Badia al Wosta—Badia district held a number of meetings for principals to discuss the achievements resulting from the implementation of the district improvement program.  They also discussed the parts of the district plan that had been successfully completed, as well as the status of the district PDP unit.  At the school level, Badia supervisors plan to visit a sample of schools to follow up on the implementation of the school development plans.
Jerash—During January, supervisors began follow-up visits to Stream 3 schools to ensure that they have completed their improvement plans and are ready to begin implementing the plans in a practical way.  These schools will start stage 3 of building capacity for staff and teachers.
Mafraq—District staff and supervisors in the three Mafraq districts have begun reviewing the school improvement plans for the 443 Mafraq schools.  The schools will be divided into three groups:  Group 1 schools will participate in retraining principals and teachers in the planning process; Group 2 schools will benefit from some follow-up to revise the plans to meet the standards of the School Improvement Program; Group 3 schools have developed plans that are ready to be supported for implementation.
Alghwar South—Alghwar district staff will review their district improvement plan and share it with school principals.  The district will then start clustering the schools and will establish local community-school councils by the end of March 2009.
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